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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This paper is being filed to advise the U.S. Patent 
Office of information which may be considered ''material to 
patentability" in examining this patent application, in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

The present application is a continuation-in-part of 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/049,349, filed January 30, 2002, 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §120. The following documents are noted 
for being cited by the Examiner during the examination of U.S. 
Patent Application No. 10/049,342: 
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U.S. Patents 

6,299,445 (Garman) - Issued: October 9, 2001 

5,984,679 (Farzin-Nia et al.) - Issued: November 16, 1999 

5,938,440 (McSpadden) - Issued: August 17, 1999 

5,882,198 (Taylor et al . ) - Issued: March 16, 1999 

5,857,852 (Garman) - Issued: January 12, 1999 

5,752,825 (Buchanan) - Issued: May 19, 1998 

4,604,884 (Matsutani) - Issued: August 12, 1986 

U.S. Patent Application No. 10/049,349 derived from 
International Application No. PCT/FROO/021 62 , and was filed 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §371, The following documents are 
noted for being cited in the Search Report issued during 
the international phase of International Application No. 
PCT/FROO/02162, and were cited by applicant during the 
prosecution of U.S. Patent Application No. 10/049,349: 

U.S. Patent 

5,464,362 (Heath et al.) - Issued: November 7, 1995 

Foreign Documents 
CH 670 756 A - Published: July 14, 1989 
WO 99 43469 A - Published: September 2, 1999 
WO 99 37235 A - Published: July 29, 1999 
WO 97 21392 A - Published: June 19, 1997 
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A ''Notice of Acceptance'* issued in U.S. Patent 

Application No. 10/049,349, on April 16, 2002, indicated that 
copies of the foregoing documents had been received by the U.S. 
Patent Office. A concise explanation of the relevance of each 
(non-English language) document may be had with reference to the 
International Search Report issued for International Application 
No. PCT/FROO/02162. 

The following documents were additionally submitted for 
consideration during the prosecution of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/049,349: 

Foreign Documents 
96 14347 (France) - Published: May 22, 1998 
96 04987 (France) - Published: October 24, 1997 

A copy of each of these documents was enclosed with 
the Information Disclosure Statement which submitted them for 
consideration during the prosecution of U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/049,349. A concise explanation of the relevance of each 
(non-English language) document may be had with reference to the 
background discussion of applicant's specification. 

Because the earlier application No. 10/049,349 has been 
properly identified in this Information Disclosure Statement, and 
is relied on for an earlier effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. 
§120, and because the Information Disclosure Statement submitted 



-3- 



in the earlier application complied with paragraphs (a) through 
(c) of 37 C.F.R. §1.98, copies of the above-listed patents 
and publication are not submitted herewith, pursuant to the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. §1. 98(d). 

Due consideration of the foregoing documents is 
respectfully, requested. It is further respectfully requested 
that the Examiner acknowledge consideration of these documents 
by initialing the PTO-1449 form which is enclosed with this 
Information Disclosure Statement and which lists the foregoing 
documents . 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner provide 
applicant with an initialed copy of the enclosed PTO-1449 form to 
confirm consideration of the documents listed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



GARY/M- COHEN, ESQ. 
Reg. (No. 28,834 
Attorney for Applicant 
Tel. : (610) 975-4430 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to "Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" on 
June 24, 2004 . 



Date 



GaryiM. Cohen, Esq. 
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DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy 
of this form with next communication to applicant. 



